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IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
HENRY “HANQ” NEAL

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to honor the memory of a spiritual
leader and an extraordinary musical artist from
Houston, Texas, the Honorable Henry “Hang”
Neal.

Mr. Neal was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana
on September 4, 1956. He had a lifelong love
of music, especially gospel music, singing in
his youth choir at church. Mr. Neal went on to
become a legendary gospel singer, musical
artist, and minister of music. Throughout his
career, he performed with several different
gospel acts and was nominated for a Grammy
for his rendition of “If You Move Yourself with
the legendary gospel group Donald Vails
Choraleers in 1980.

He also inspired his community with his
work as a minister of music at Windsor Village
United Methodist Church and then Wheeler
Avenue Baptist Church in Houston. Both
churches credit Mr. Neal with expanding and
revolutionizing their choirs. Throughout Mr.
Neal’s career, he was consistently in demand
for his musical talents, performing at mayoral
inaugurations, for Queen Elizabeth Il in 1991,
and Congressman Mickey Leland’s memorial
service in 1989.

As we bid farewell to an exceptional talent
and man of God, we acknowledge that our
community has lost a resounding voice for
faith. Although this is a significant loss, we
must find consolation in knowing that many of
our lives have been forever changed by the
God-given talent of the Honorable Henry
“Hang” Neal.

———

IN HONOR OF IRA LOOMIS
FLOWERS

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a great man
and close friend, Mr. Ira Loomis Flowers.
Sadly, Mr. Flowers passed away on Friday,
February 28, 2014. A service celebrating his
life will be held on Saturday March 8, 2014 at
11:00 a.m. at First Missionary Baptist Church
in Thomasville, Georgia.

Mr. Flowers was born on January 4, 1953,
in Washington, DC, to Bessie Lee Flowers
Moore and the late Guyte Smith, Sr. After ob-
taining a Bachelor of Arts degree in English at
Stillman College, Mr. Flowers dedicated much
of his life to youth development. He served in
the Boys and Girls Club of Houston, Texas,
before serving as a director at the YMCA in
Columbus and Thomasville, Georgia, as well
as the director of the Thomasville Resource
Center. He worked for the Colquitt County
Board of Education before retiring. He was
steadfastly dedicated to furthering the success
of men and women in his church, workplace,
and community. He worked tirelessly to open
doors and to level the playing field for at-risk
youth in Southwest Georgia.
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Mr. Flowers was an influential member of
society and a local civil rights legend. He or-
ganized and was president of the Malcom X
Liberation Front. My Brother in the Bond, Mr.
Flowers was also devoted to our beloved
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. and was
heavily involved in fraternity activities.

Most important to Mr. Flowers was his stur-
dy and enduring relationship with the Lord. He
was a longtime member of First Missionary
Baptist Church.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.” We are all so blessed that Mr.
Flowers passed this way and during his life’s
journey did so much for so many for so long.
He leaves behind a great legacy in service to
all the children, families, and members of the
community whose lives he touched.

The race of life isn’t given to the swift or to
the strong, but to those who endure until the
end. Mr. Flowers has run the race of life with
grace and dignity and God has blessed him
over his lifetime.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
and my wife, Vivian, in saluting Mr. Ira Loomis
Flowers for his outstanding service to his com-
munity. We pray that Mr. Flowers’ family,
friends and loved ones will be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

ANAJELY AGUILAR

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Anajely
Aguilar for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Anajely Aguilar is an 8th grader at Wheat
Ridge 5-8 and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Anajely
Aguilar is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Anajely Aguilar for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

————

COMMEMORATING THE SUMGAIT
POGROMS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the Sumgait pogroms. The Sumgait
pogroms consisted of the murder of hundreds
of Armenians, making it a particularly atro-
cious event in a long history of hostility against
the Armenian people. | would like to recognize
the anniversary of the Sumgait pogroms and
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remind all of us that it is our duty to act when
a people are targeted with violence. Our com-
mitment to remembering this injustice
strengthens our determination to obtain peace.

In 1988, hundreds of Armenians were bru-
tally murdered, some of them burned alive and
thrown from windows. Women and children
were raped and maimed by Azerbaijani rioters.
Apartments were robbed, shops demolished,
and thousands of people became refugees.
Despite Sumgait’s proximity to Baku, police
turned a blind eye to this dire situation, allow-
ing the pogroms to go on for three days. And
since that time, authorities in Azerbaijan have
sought to erase all traces of these crimes. Yet,
the Congressional Armenian Issues Caucus is
resolutely committed to ensure that those Ar-
menians who lost their lives are not forgotten.

| ask my colleagues to solemnly condemn
all intimidations and acts of aggression against
the Armenian people. The Congressional Ar-
menian Issues Caucus will do its very best to
ensure that basic rights to life, liberty and se-
curity are not violated. | also ask my col-
leagues to join me in calling upon the Azer-
baijani government to acknowledge Ramil
Safarov as a convicted murderer and imme-
diately take action to bring him to justice for
the murder that he committed against an inno-
cent Armenian man.

As co-chair and founder of the Congres-
sional Armenian Issues Caucus, | will continue
to promote peace and security throughout the
Caucasus region. | look forward to the day
when the Armenian people never have to fear
such attacks.

IN HONOR OF OSCAR VILLEGAS
HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Oscar Villegas to recognize his nu-
merous contributions and years of service to
the people of West Sacramento. Oscar has
served on the West Sacramento City Council
for 14 years and was recently appointed by
California Governor Jerry Brown to serve on
the Yolo County Board of Supervisors.

Oscar is a homegrown public servant from
the Bryte neighborhood and has proudly
served his community in different capacities.
He was first elected to the City Council in
2000 and then reelected in 2004 and 2008,
during which time he served as Mayor Pro
Tern on five occasions. Prior to his election,
Oscar served on the West Sacramento Plan-
ning Commission from 1997-2000. Oscar has
served on many boards and commissions, in-
cluding the Sacramento-Yolo Port District
Commission, the Sacramento County Regional
Sanitation District Board, the Yolo County
Transportation District, and the Capitol Cor-
ridor Joint Powers Board. He is also Chairman
of the City’s Up for West Sacramento Execu-
tive Board, an early learning program.

Oscar has been a strong advocate for a
number of programs that have transformed the
City of West Sacramento. He played an impor-
tant role in advocating for the development of
Raley Field, the riverfront Bridge District, the
new Arthur F. Turner Community Library, the
revitalized West Capitol Avenue, the City’s
park system and the bicycle master plan. His
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passion and commitment are evident in his
ability to listen and relate to his constituents.
His deep understanding of local issues and his
strong relationships with the community will
serve him well on the Yolo County Board of
Supervisors.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Oscar Villegas for his many years
of service to the City of West Sacramento,
and wish him the best in his new appointment
to the Yolo County Board of Supervisors.

———

BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
INNOVATIVE FINANCING ACT OF
2014

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today, | introduced
the “Brownfield Redevelopment and Economic
Development Innovative Financing Act of
2014,” legislation that will help redevelop large
brownfield redevelopment projects that have
the potential to create jobs, provide affordable
housing opportunities and transform regional
economies.

Across the country, from Baltimore to Los
Angeles, there are large redevelopment sites
that communities have identified as the eco-
nomic development futures of their regions.
Older manufacturing sites, retired steel mills,
automotive legacy sites and landfills within
communities are in need of transformation.

These sites, known as brownfields, are un-
tapped resources that, when environmentally
remediated and redeveloped, will address tax
base shortfalls, provide affordable housing,
create jobs, attract new businesses as well as
unify communities with planned sustainable
development that will meet the needs of a
changing economy and a growing population.

For instance, in my district, the city of Car-
son provides a shining example of how large
brownfield properties can be redeveloped and
transformed into successful redevelopment
projects.

In 2003, using $90 million of redevelopment
funding, Carson invested in the cleanup of an
160 acre site along the 405. Immediately, the
private sector matched the city’s funding and
the project moved forward with the cleanup of
the site.

The project, called The Boulevards, is set to
finish construction in 2016, and will have two
hotels, retail space, affordable housing, office
buildings, restaurants and movie theatres that
will raise an estimated $107 million in property
tax revenues over the next 30 years.

The Boulevards is a great investment for
Carson and for the region and will ultimately
end up paying for itself. What's changed for
Carson, like most communities, is that they do
not have another $90 million dollars to quickly
redevelop their other large brownfield projects.

Unfortunately, there is no current federal
funding or financing mechanism to support
and leverage local and private sector re-
sources to move large brownfield redevelop-
ment sites forward.

While Title | of the 1949 Housing Authority
Act used to provide a line of federal credit to
local communities to undertake major redevel-
opment projects during the 1970’s, this was
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later replaced with the current Community De-
velopment Block Grant (CDBG) program ad-
ministered by HUD. And CDBG funds are cur-
rently stretched too thin to be able to ade-
quately address the needs of large scale rede-
velopment projects.

Additionally, private lenders are hesitant to
loan money for these projects since the exten-
sive remediation and clean up of these sites
means investors aren’t going to begin seeing
returns for possibly a decade or longer.

That's why | have introduced the The
Brownfield Redevelopment and Economic De-
velopment Innovative Financing Act of 2014.
This bill creates a pilot program that re-estab-
lishes a partnership with communities by pro-
viding the HUD Secretary the authority to
guarantee the repayment of principal and in-
terest on loans made by lenders to local gov-
ernments for large brownfield redevelopment
projects.

By providing a federally backed loan guar-
antee for brownfield redevelopment, this will
eliminate traditional lending risk and thus at-
tract private resources for projects that other-
wise wouldn’t have received funding. At the
same time, this bill grants local governments
enough time to remediate and develop their
properties so they won’'t need to begin making
loan repayments until they start receiving rev-
enue.

These tools will provide communities with
the ability to make an immediate and long
term economic impact on their region and will
be the drivers that help move our national
economy forward.

That is why this bill is supported by public
and private stakeholders alike, including, Wes-
ton  Solutions, CH2M  Hill,  Parsons
Brinckerhoff, the American Council of Engi-
neering Companies, Smart Growth America,
the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National
League of Cities, the National Brownfield As-
sociation, the League of California Cities, the
California State Association of Counties, and
the city of Carson, California.

By providing a platform for partnerships and
innovative financing tools, we will finally arm
communities with the necessary tools to fully
plan, invest and develop their futures.

————

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY POLICE
CHIEF MIKE BORGES

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge Deputy Police Chief Mike Borges
of the Ceres Police Department for his 34
years of outstanding service and commitment
to public safety in the community.

Deputy Chief Mike Borges grew up in the
Modesto area and worked at a dairy. He grad-
uated from Modesto High School in June of
1974 and joined the Army in March of 1976,
where he served in the Military Police until No-
vember of 1979. Mr. Borges left the Army at
the rank of Sergeant, and returned home to
begin his career as a police officer.

In April of 1980, Mr. Mike Borges was hired
by the City of Ceres as a police officer. The
Ceres Police Department sponsored him while
he attended the police academy, and he ulti-
mately chose to remain in Ceres. During his
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tenure, Borges worked in many different posi-
tions within the agency. From 1984 to 1987,
he served as a Detective and in 1987, be-
came a Field Training Officer and Corporal. In
1988, he was promoted to the position of Ser-
geant.

As a Sergeant, Mr. Borges served as a pa-
trol Watch Commander and Supervisor, and
served as the agency’s Police Explorer Advi-
sor for over 10 years. In addition to this, he
served as the SWAT team leader for eight
years, and spent over four years supervising
the Detective Bureau for the Ceres Police De-
partment. In August of 2005, he was ap-
pointed as the Police Division Commander,
and in December 2007, Mr. Borges became
Deputy Chief.

Deputy Chief Borges earned an Associate
of Arts degree in Administration of Justice
from Modesto Junior College, and a Bachelors
of Science degree in Business Management,
with a focus in Human Resources from Cali-
fornia State University, Stanislaus. He grad-
uated from the Sherman Block Supervisor
Leadership Institute, Class 11; a program de-
signed to stimulate personal growth, leader-
ship, and ethical decision-making in California
law enforcement’s front line supervisors.

Mr. Borges has been a longtime board
member and has previously served as the
president of Ceres Youth Baseball. He is also
one of the founding members of the Ceres Po-
lice Officers Association. He has been an ac-
tive member in the Ceres Lions Club since
2004, where he has also served as a board
member. Mr. Borges enjoys sports, staying ac-
tive, being involved with community youth, and
spending time with his family.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Mike Borges for his 34 years of service and
outstanding contributions of the Ceres commu-
nity as well as our country.

———

BIANCA NUNEZ-MARTINEZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Bianca
Nunez-Martinez for receiving the Arvada

Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. Bianca Nunez-Martinez is an 11th
grader at Standley Lake High School and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Bianca
Nunez-Martinez is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Bianca Nunez-Martinez for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.
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